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FROM A, 
| Gentleman at Glaſgow, Sc. 


18 I Nen e Glaſgow, July 30, 1725. 
AIR DON'T doubt but you will 
A be ſurpriz'd that I have not be- 


fore this Time ſent you an ex- 
act Account of the late Tu- 


WY; To # 'mults in this City; but I know 


Foul ceaſe to, wonder, when 
I infor” you,. that all poſſible Methods have 


been taken by ſome People among us, to, 


hinder: the tranſmittinig any, true Account © 


that -unlicky Affair "to- Lindon.” And *tis 
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ory af that melancholy Affair. By theſe 5 
Methods you at London have been kept en- 


(4) 


diſtance of 'Time I can ſend you this Letter. 


Almoſt all Letters from this City have been 


open d at the Poſt-Office at Edinhurgh, and 
thoſe of them deſtroyed that endeavour d ta 
diſabuſe the World, by giving a faithful Hi- 


tirely in Ignorance of the whole Matter, ex- 
cept what you got jn your News Papers, In 
which the Story was moſt groſly miſreprey. 
ſented, and calculated to ſupport the Credifj - 


7 


of thoſe partial and frightful Accounts with- | 
which ſome Perſons had found it their Intereſt 
to abuſe our Superiors. Beſides, Sir, we have 


not had any London News Papers in our 


Coffee-houſes for theſe Five Weeks paſt, 
which it would ſeem, have been induſtriouſly 
kept- from us, that we might not know the 
frightful Stories that were going about of us. 
1 ſhall therefore give you a ſhort agd im- 
partial Hiſtory of our late Tumults, without 
Regard to any Party but that of Truth. I 
can aſſure you, that the Matters of Fact are 


taken from the Depoſitions and Declarations 


of many Witneſſes of the beſt Character; and 


I defy the whole World to diſprove any ma 


terial, Circumſtance in the whole Narration. 
On the 23d Day of Fane. laſt, when the 


new Malt Tax Act for Scotland commenced, 


an inconſiderable Number of. diſorderly Per- | 


ſons appear d in. the Streets arm'd with Clubs 
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and Staffs. Theſe Rioters were moſtly made 


53 „ 
up of Women and Boys, and theſe the very 
Seum of the whole, City, The Lord Provoſt, 
who is the fume with your Mayor in England, 


8 3 e 


_ ordfr'd ſome of the Citizens, aſſiſted by the 


r 3 


Town Officers,” or City Serjeants, to quaſh 
and diſperſe this diſorderly Rout, which was 
ſoon put in Execution, and the City, for that 


Night, reſtor d again to its uſual Quiet and 


Tranquility. 


„ . 


On the 24th, there was ſcarce any Appear- 


ance of a Mob before Night. Tis true in- 


deed, that about Six a Clock at Night, the 
Arrival of Two, Companies of Defararn's 
Regiment of Foot, drew a conſiderable Con- 


dane of People into the Streets, ut this be. 


ing uſual on ſuch Occaſions, gave the Provoſt: 
no manner of Apprehenſion of a Riot. Up- 
on the Arrival of His Majeſty's Forges, the 
Provoſt immediately gave Orders to fit up the 
Guard-houſe, that they might take Poſſeſſion 


of it that very Night. But he was à little 


' after inform d, that the Perſons he had ſent 


12 


were diſpoſſefs d, the Doors of the Guard- 
houſe lock d, and the keys carried off. 9 5 
g 


on this unexpected News, he immediate 


diſpateh'd the City Serjeants to break open 
the Doors: But the furious Mob aſſaulted them 
in a moſt violent manner, bruiſed them, and 
Ihe Provoſt conceiving a. juſt Indignation at 
this Contempt of his Authority, went imme- 
VVV 
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diately from the 'Town-houſe to ſee his own 


Orders put in Execution. But, on his way, 
he was inform'd, that ch Nu the Ri 

oters was greatly increaſed; and that they 
ſwore. violently, that they would pull him 
in pieces, if he came thither to attempt to give 
the Soldiery Poſſeſſion of the Guard. "There- 
fore, upon a Conſultation held with ſome of 
the moſt reputable Gentlemen of the City, it 
was thought moſt adviſable, in order to quiet 
the Minds of the Populace (who thought 


that theſe Troops had come to ſupport the 
levying of the Malt Tax) that the Soldiers 


* 


ſhould be ſent to Quarters that Night, with- 

out keeping Guard; and that the Care of 
the City ſhould be committed to a Guard of 
the Citizens as uſual. The Commanding 


Officer, being appriz d of this Reſolution, 


ſeem'd highly to approve it; and ſaid, that 
his Men were fatigued with a very long 
March, and that he expected to be reinforc d 
next Day with Two other Companies. Up- 
on this, the Town. Guard was order d to 
aſſemble at the ordinary Time, which is be- 
tween Ten and Eleven a Clock at Night. 
Finding every body pleas d with this Re- 
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ſolution, the Provoſt and Mr. Campbell of 
Blythſwood, the only other Juſtice of Peace 
that was then in Town, with ſome others of 
the moſt eminent Citizens, went to the Town- 
bouſe, where they ſtay d for ſome Time. 


other 


e Number of the Ri- 


And finding there was no Appearance of an 
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other Diſorder, they. went all together to a 


Ry,” ; 14 ; £3. 7515 1 1 i 2 
Taverna near the Town-houſe. At the ſame 


time the Provoſt left Orders to the City Ser- 


and not a little animated with Hopes of 7 


* 


Jeans: to ie dn Notice. of the_ kalt Rr. 
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pearance of any Mob. 


A little after, Ten, this Company at the 
"Tavern was ſurpriz d with the unexpected 


Linen . „ n | 
News that the Mob was attempting to break 
into the Houfe of Mr. Campbell of Shawfield, 


our Repreſentative "in_ Parliament, again 


* 
574421. 


whom they were greatly gxalperated, alledg- 
ing, that he had been a great Promoter in 


Parliament of che Malt Tax. As this was 


e „ 37 EG) Ak. Mink a 

extremely ſurprizing to the Provoſt, ſo im- 
mediately, with all Expedition, he, and the 
Gentlemen that were with him, made the beſt 
of their way to Mr. Campbells Houſe, which 
is ſituated at one of the Extremities of the 
Town, and of Which the Mob had only theo 
broken a few Glaſs Panes in the Windows, 


There the Provoſt and the other Juſtice of 


RI 5 "a 2 
Peace endeayour'd, by int 


rpaſing their Au- 
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thority, to." diſperſe. this ri 


tous Aflembly ; 


and part iy by Intreaties, and partly by Threats, 


prevail'd on them to retire. Mean while, as 
they were going off, they were reinforc'd, by 
a conſiderable Number of Rioters. from, all 
Quarters of the City: They were Alſo join d 
by no ſmall Numbers from the neareſt Places 


JJV _ 
The Mob being thus greatly--increaſed, 
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Tich Plunder, returmp d, and allatlted Mr; 2 
ÞelI's Houfs again With We lt: outfagious Vio- 
lee. The Ptovoſt and | the other Finite of 
Peace did All that Was“ fle for Men to 
bl to e a the Fury o i Planderers'; 
win Hef y itit erpoling 
wer Ante to 6blig e 5H A defiſt 
their villainons Defiph ; and ſometimes by | 
Intreaties and Ca „they attempted t 8 
cajole them into Peace. But their Fury was 
not in the leaſt allay d by theſe prudent Mea 
fares, they became ſtill more Violent, knock d 
down the City Serjeants, ſome of whom 
were grievouſly woun ded ; infilted the Pro- 
voſt, and che Gentlemen that were wy him, 
and threatned to tear them peacemeal if f they 
did not retire. opus 
The Provoſt, Urte and the Copa) ; 
that Was with him, ſeeing themſelves'in my ” 
nifeſt Danget ob r their Lides, and finding ing 
impoſſib To ftop the Fury "of the Rio 
Were ob 859 to leave the eg ntleman's 35 5 
to the Rage of the furious Robbers; Th 
the Prove did not cauſe the Procon 
againſt Ribts to be read, which was impoſs 


able for Him to do, without greatly endan- 
ering his own Life, and the Lives of thoſe 
that were With him ; yet in the Words of 
the Act, and under the Penalty therein con- 
tain d, he commanded them to be gone. 
While Things were in this Confuſion, and 
the Provoſt was thinking to call for the Af- 
liſtance 
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ſiſtance of His Majeſty s Forces, a Serjeant, | 
diſpatch d by the Commanding Officer, came 
to the Provoſt, offering him the Aſſiſtance 
of the Soldiery "Ig upon a Conſultation 
beld with n e of the beſt Senſe 
in Town, it was thought not adviſeable to 
call for the Forces, enen that the 
Mob were now grown very numerous and 

VP autrageous, and were in Poſſeſſion of 
the Houſe; that the Leber part of the 

Soldiers were in Bed, as the Proyoſt was 
inform d by the Serjeant, that they could not 
be called together in time but by Beat of 
Drum, and that they might be knock d on 
the head by the Rioters upon the firſt News 
of their drawing together, as they were 
coming ſingly; or in ſmall. Numbers along 
in the Streets. Theſe weighty Reaſons in- 

I duced the; provoſt to think, that it would 

1 imprudent, in ſuch Circumſtances, to 

endanger His Majeſty's Troops. And the 


134 ordinary Town Guard, which (as you heard 
I before) was order d to aſſemble between 
Ten and Eleven, was ure from obey- 


1 ing theſe: Orders, * being attack d ho 

4 ſome of - themſelves inform'd me) by the 
-, Mob, as they were cathy along with their 

Xt il Arms to the Guard-houſe, . | 

** Thus all Authority was l out of 
* this: Magiſtrates Hands by the villainons 

id ns and Mr, * Houſe maſt bar- 

Yo | barouſly 


(10) 
barouſly pillaged. A great many of the 
Villains, juſtly dreading the Puniſhment 
they deſerv'd, went off before Morning, and 
were ſeen next Day going thro" the Coun» 
try, on their way, as twas thought, to 
ſome Port for Ireland. The greateſt part 
of the Furniture of the Houſe was ſaved 
by Mr. Campbell's Friends, who found a 

way to carry off a great many of the moſt 
, Ell od od 
The News of this Barbarity reaching the 
Ears of the Citizens, fill'd them with Shame 
and Confuſion, every body conceiving a juſt 
Indignation at thoſe who had been Accom- 
plices in ſuch a Robbery.. And I can aſ- 
ſure you, that theſe Rioters were ſuch. a 
 Raſcally Scum,. that ſome honeſt People, 
that ſhuffled themſelves in among them in 
order to diſcover them, that they might be 
puniſhed, ſcarce knew one of them: And 
tis confidently reported, that there was 
inot one who has. the Freedom of the City, 
that had any Hand in plundering the Houſe, 
or was concern'd in the Tumults. 1 
On the 25th in the Morning, the Provoſt 
made himſelf Maſter of the Keys of the 
Guard-houſe, and deſired the Commanding 
Officer to have his Troops ready to take | 
poſſeſſion of it as ſoon as poſſible. And 
mean while, he call'd together a conſider- 
able Number of the principal 5 
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and went to Mr. Campbell's Houſe, and 


cauſed all the Doors and Entries to be ſhut 
up, that it might be ſecured from any fur- 
ther Attacks. This Buſineſs diſpatch'd, the 
Provoſt gave Poſſeſſion of the Guard to the 


two Companies of Foot, of whom one Cap- 
tain Baſbell was the Commanding Officer. 


And immeditely after, he ordered Twenty 
Men out of each of the Ten Companies of 
Train-bands to aſſemble at the Town-houſe, 
againſt Three a Clock in the Afternoon, that 
they might aſſiſt in ſuppreſſing any Tumult 


that might happen. About Iwo a Clock, 


an inconſiderable Number of riotous Per- 
ſons, conſiſting moſtly of Women and Boys, 


appear d near the 'Town-houſe';; but they 


were ſoon diſperſed . by the Provoſt, with 
the Aſſiſtance of ſome of the Citizens that 
were about him. B----// ſeeing from the 
Guard the Tumult at the Town-houſe, im- 


mediately drew out his Men, and form'd 
them into an 'Hollow-ſquare, fronting to 


Four Streets that center at the Guard-houſe. 
Upon his thus drawing up the Soldiers, a 
conſiderable Number of Women and Boys 
flock d about them, gazing at this Diſpoli- 
tion of the Troops, that was pretty unuſual 
to them. There were, indeed, ſome Stones 
thrown at the Soldiers by the Boys, which 
did little or no Hurt. The Captain, who 
has the Character of a very paſſionate Man, 
F120; „ „ 


(nm) 
was exceedingly enraged, and ſwore vio- 
lently, that he would order his Men to fire, 
if one ſingle Stone more was thrown, tho 
he ſhould be hang d for it: And ſome few 
more Stones being thrown, he, without 
reading the Proclamation againſt Riots, 
without giving Time to the Crowd to ſe- 
parate, as the Law directs, when not one 
of his Men was wounded, moſt cruelly 
ave Orders to his Men to fire on the Crowd; 
or I cannot call this a Mob, unleſs you call 
a few fooliſh Boys ſo, 
By this firſt fire, Two Men were Kurd 
dead on the Spot that were not in the 
Crotyd, but were at a conſiderable Diſtance 
from the Guard-houſe, and altogether. in- 
nocent, The Captain denies this, and ſays, 
That he fired at firſt _ with — . 
but the con is prov d by the D 
tions of — W wells. who: _—_ 
the Men fall. 
| After this, the Captain ſeem'd to be qui | 

deprived of Reaſon, he was: ſo tranſported 
with Rage, that he behaved niore' like 4 
Fury than with that Calmneſs and Sedate= | 
neſs that is ſo neceſſary to an Officer who | 
is entruſted with the Command of Tr 4 
at ſuch a Juncture: For he order'd the Sol- 
diers to continue firing towards the Four 
Streets, tho' the greateſt part of the Crowd 
_ ſeparated upon the firſt fire ; and from 


ſome 


N 7 emperet a Lachrymis —— 
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ſome of the Stteets, there had not one fingle 


Stone been thrown from the beginning. 


Behold now, Sir, 4 moſt horrid and bar- 


Runs Scene]! Every one was fill'd with 


a panttick Fear, and nothing was heard in 
the Streets ut the Howlings and Shrieks 


of Women and Children, and the Cries 


and Groans of the Dying and Wounded; 

while the brutal Officer, with utrelenting 
Fury, ſtill continued bring in the midſt of 
a very populous City. When the News aof 


| this Barbarity reach'd the other parts of the 
City that were not in the view of this 


bloody Scene, it occafiond the : greateſt 


— and Confuſion, every body think - 
ing, that it might be the Fate of ſome of 


their Friends or Relations to periſh or be 
wounded by ſuch barbarous Raſhneſs, eſpe- 
cially when they were inform'd, that no 
ſooner did the Soldiers ſee any Perſons ap- 
pear in the Streets, than they fired upon 
them, tho' ſome of them were-going about 
their lawful Bufineſs, and hardly knew of 
any Tumult; and that others had ſuffer d, 


| who had only ox come to now the Occaſion 


of this _ 
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- The Provoſt, being thunder-ſtruck with 
the News of this unexpected firing, imme- 


diately diſpatch d a Gentleman to the Cap- 


tain, to tell him, that he was very much 
concern'd and ſurpriz d at his Raſhneſs; 
that he ought to have conſulted with him 


before he had proceeded to ſo cruel an 


Action. At hoy ſame time, the Gentleman 
deſired the Captain not to fire any more, 


aſſuring him withal, that a conſiderable 
Number of Citizens ſhould be ſent to his 
Aſſiſtance, if he had any Apprehenſions of 


his being in danger. He accordingly pro- 
miſed to give over firing till the Gentleman 
ſhould return: But, notwithſtanding this 


| Promiſe, the Soldiers continued to fire. 


When the Gentleman return'd to Ss 


Provoſt, he found him beſet by a moſt for- 


r Mob, who, ruſhing upon him, de- 
manded the Reaſon of this firing, and loud- 
ly complaining, that ſo many of their inno- 
cent Fellow- Citizens had been thus barba- 


rouſly deſtroy d. The Provoſt did all he 


could to appeaſe the Fury of the enraged 


Multitude, both by Threatnings and ſmooth 
Words; but all was in vain: They were 
ſo incenſed, that they threw off all Regard 


to Authority, broke open the Doors of the 
Town-houſe, in order to ring the Alarm 
Bell, and thereby to gather a Number of 
Citizens * to oblige the ſavage 
i Captain 
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Captain to give over this 1 Euecu- 

nome: : 

The Provoſt, juſtly. thinkin x that he ſhould 
not be able to appeaſe an enraged Multitude, 
whom, with the higheſt Concern, he ſaw 
had but too juſt a Pretence to be incenſed 

at B-—IF's illegal Conduct, and which, he 
preſum' d, would grow much more formida> 
ble Aer ringing the Alarm Bell, diſpatch'd 

immediately the. ſame Gentleman to 
the Officer with a Meſſage ; That he believ'd 
it was abſolutely nd ary, for the Safety 
of the King's Troops, and for quieting the 
preſent Tumult, which his raſh Conduct had 
ſo much contributed to, for him. and his Men 
to retire out of Town. : 
Upon this Meſlage, 21 benz 
now to ſee the — to which his hair- 


I braind Conduct had expoſed him, thought 
„ fit to make a very haſty Retreat. And 
- | tho there was ſcarce. any body purſuing 
him, yet he continued to fire on the Streets, 
1 by which he did conſiderable Execution. 
4 Among others that were kill'd in the Re- 
*Y treat, was a beautiful young Lady, who 
e || as: ſhot dead ſtanding in 4 Window on 
4 the ſecond Floor; and who, 'tis ſaid,” was 
he A} Juſt about to be married to a. Gentleman, 
im I who had the Mortification to be with her 
of I in the ſame. or the next Window, and ſaw 


ber fall. One crazy old Woman was alſo 
9889 
n 8 kill'd 


ee 


6160) 


kid on A Step, as ſhe Was crawling into 
an Houſe; and another was ſhot under a 
Stair, whither ſhe had fled: for Shelter. 
There were in all Nine Perſons kill'd, and 


Seventeen moſt dangerouſly waunded ; tha! 


bf all theſe, we are well aſſured, there: were 


not above Two or Three that Wend fuller 


ed of being concern d in the Tumults. And 
if the Soldiers and other Officers had not 
acted with greater Prudence and: Modera- 
tion in this unlucky Affair than their Cap- 
tain, tis probable, — Hundreds of Hii 


Majeſty's innocent Subjects would have been 
ſacrificed as Victims to the Rage and Fury 
of this hot-headed Officer; the — 


of whoſe Reſentment, was only becauſe 
ſome Boys, forſooth, threw a few Stones at 
him 3 the Soldiers under his Command. 
A Serjeant, particularly, was ſeen ſeveral 


times to beat up a Firelock B----{{ had in 


his Hands, when he: was about to fire: 
And many of the Soldiers fired up into the 
Air ; — ſome did not fire at all. 

Upon ringing the Alarm Bell, 9 the 


Provoſt could not at laſt prevent, a great 


Number of the meaner ſort of the Citizens 
drew together, and purſued the Troops as 


they were flying; but they ſetting out a 
confiderable time after the Soldiers, who 


march d very hard, could not come up with 
them. ＋ indeed, made Twa of the 


Soldiers 


679 


Soldiers Priſoners, who thro Sicknefs had : 


fallen behind; one of them was difinifs'd 
immediately after their Return to Town j 
and the other, being wounded in the Head 


by the Friends and Relations of the Kill'd 
and Wounded, in the Heat of their Reſents 


ment and Fury, was carried to the Towns 


houſe, where all imaginable Care was taken 
of him, and in a few Days, being fully res 


cover'd, he was likewiſe ſent off and ſup- 

plied with Money to carry him to Edin- | 

burgh. | 
 Buſhell, marching with all Expailitivn, 


| ſtopp 'd not till he arrived at Dumbarton 


Cattle, not daring to retire t6 any open 
Place, leſt the Country People, whom — 


News of his raſh Conduct at ar Gloſs ow had 
greatly exaſperated, might attack Thing, for 


the Report of this his horrid Execution flew 


immediately over all the Country. And 
here I muſt obſerve, that neither Buſbell 


nor his Men were wounded, becauſe they 
were able to mareh on foot in a few: Hours 
to Dumbarton, which, by the Roads they 
took, is above Twelve Miles Diſtance from 
this City: Nor, indeed, did they offer to 
call for any Phyſician or Surgeon; nor were 


they able to ſhew the leaſt Bruiſe or 


Wound. 
Betimes next Morning g, Buſbeli ſent. off 


from the Caſtle one of his Subalterns for 


. 1 


rr 


ny 
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Edinburgh, with an Account of the Affair. 


Never Was a Story more miſrepreſented; 
every thing was ſaid that might exaggerate 
the Numbers, Strength, and Rage of the 
Mob; nothing was omitted that could tend 


to vindicate his Conduct; in fine, he en- 


deavour'd to ſhew, that what he had done 
was abſolutely neceſſary for the Safety of the 
re.. „ 
- 'This met with too eaſy a Belief from 


Perſons whoſe Characters ſhould at leaſt 
have made them ſuſpend that Belief, till 


they had made a further Enquiry into the 
Aﬀair, And from this partial Account 
ſent by Buſbell, and from ſome others, 


whoſe Intereſt or Party-Humour prevail'd 


on them to diſguiſe the Affair, an Article 
was printed at Edinburgh in the Caldonian 
Mercury, where the Facts were either un- 
true, or daub'd with all the falſe Colour- 


ings that could be laid on. 


Our Magiſtrates, conceiving a juſt Indig- 
nation at the Malice of thoſe who had 


cauſed that Article. to be inſerted in the 
Mercury, and being willing to do Juſtice 
to themſelves and the City, ſent an Account 
of the Aﬀair to Edinburgh, that it might 


be alſo put in the News-Papers. This Ac- 


count was not taken up on Hear- ſay, but 


every Circumſtance in it atteſted by Witneſſes 
of the beſt Credit and Reputation in Town. 
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But all Methods imaginable were d 
hinder its being printed; the Printers being 


threatned if they ſhould print it, and 'the 


Hawkers and ' Bookſellers if they ſhould 


publiſh it. Is not this a glaring Inſtance 
of ſome People's Partiality e And does not 
this create in every unhiaſs'd Perſon a ſhrewd 


Suſpicion, that ſome Folks were conſoious 


to themſelves, that their raſh and haſty 


Conduct would never r bear the Light of the 


Truth 5 122 
Not only was our own Country: at firſt 


| impoſed upon, by the Miſrepreſentation of 


the Affair in the Mercury; But Party Rage 


drove ſome People to that height of Pre- 
ſumption, as to abuſe their Ex— 
R—ts, by the Accounts they ſent them. 
Moſt frightful Aceounts were printed in the 
_ Engliſh News-Papers, and from them the 
Story was propagated over all Earope ; 
and we were repreſented as the worlt of 


s the 


Rebels. 
Their E were very jullly Peers d at 


us, conſidering we were repreſented-to them 
as in an open State of Rebellion. They there- 


fore immediately gave Orders to the Gene- 
ral of His Majeſty's Forces in Scotland, to 
march with a Number of Troops fufffcient 


to reduce us. The General, as ſoon as the 


Troops could be drawn together, march d 


5 with an Army of Thirteen or F ourteen Hun- 


-C 3 dred 


— 8 r 


Ce) 
| dred Men: He carried alſo along with him 
a Train of Artillery, — — of Four 
Cannons, and Eight A Tic no doubt, 
to beſiege G/aſzow, an open Place, without 
Walls, or any other Fortification whatſo- 
ever, And fo good Intelligence had this 
Commander of the Condition his Enemy 
was in, that, I'm well aſſured, he believed 
we had Cannons planted at the Gates of 
the City, and were reſoly'd to oppoſe His 
Majeſty's Troops; at leaſt he did not doubt 
but we were in Arms; for when the Army 
was about TWO Miles diſtance from the 
City, he ſent a Letter to the Magiſtrates, 
requiring them to diſarm the Inhabitants ; 
And when the Magiſtrates return d him an 
Anſwer, That hw were none in Arms, | 
de had enough to do to believe them. His 
M-——y's Ad——-e came along with 
this Army, full of Reſentment, no doubt, 
for our horrid Rebellion ; for ſome People 
had been ſo unjuſt as to abuſe him alſo, and 
to cauſe him to believe, that Peo ple of the 

eateſt Figure in Town had —— concern 4 
in the Tumults, or at leaſt had encouraged 
the Mob. 
This Army was quarter d in the City; 
and the Cannons and Mortars were placed 
in the Middle of it, in Terrorem : Strong 
Guards, both of Horſe and Foot, were 
kept; Two Centinels on Horſeback ſet at 
oY. maT 
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every Gate; and Patroles went over the 
whole 'Fown every Hour, both Day and 
have been kept, if Hanilal had been at 
the Gates, The Troops were employ'd in 


the Night-time in taking up about Thirty 


or Forty very mean Perſons that were ſuf- 


* 


pected Rioters : And a certain eminent 
Lawyer was buſied all Day, in examining 
Witneſſes upon Oath ; in which ſerious At- 
fair, he was pleaſed ſometimes to condeſ- 
dend ſo far as to be very merry, inſomuch 


that he ask d the Town-Clerk, if be could 


write ? and ſome Girls, if they were kiſs d 
at Mr. Campbell's Houſe ? and when they | 
_ anſwerd, that they were not; his Face- 


tiouſneſs was pleas d to tell them, that it 
was a great pity, and that he would do it 
now. At other Times, he was ſo diligent 
an Enquirer as to aſk ſome People, if ever 


they heard any body curſe or reproach 


Mr, Campbell, whoſe Houſe was pillaged 2 
and if they believed in their Conſcrence, 
that the Mob was deſignedly raiſed to hin- 


der the levying the Malt Tax _ 


” 


The General, upon his Arrival in Town, 


ſent Orders to Byſhell and his Two Com- 


panies that had fled to Dumbarton, to 
march to Glaſgoey, which they did AC» 


_ cordingly, And when he was told, that it 


was very proyoking to the Inhabitants, that 
+ this 


this "raſh Officer, who had moſt illegally 
aud barbarouſly ſned the Blood of ſo many 
r Innocents, ſhould be- allow'd to enter 
at Noon-day and triumph in thoſe very 
Streets that were yet reeking with the 
Blood that he and his ſavage Companies 
had ſo cruelly ſpilt. The G——1 was 
pleas d to give this Anſwer, That His 
| -y's Troops 'muſt not be affronted. 
What! muſt the King's innocent Subjects 
be cruelly deſtroy'd, who help to maintain 
theſe very 'Troops by their honeſt Induſtry, 
before his meaneſt Servants, and the Ser- 
vants of theſe very Subjects, receive an ima- 
ginary Affront 2 Muſt mercenary Soldiers 
{tain our Streets with the Gore of the Inha- 
bitants of the moſt loyal City in His Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions 2 And muſt they be the 
Judges, Jury, and Executioners too ? And 
muit all the Recompence we can have for 
theſe mee Violences, be to be inſulted 
and triumph'd over by the very Mercenary 
— Who dci us the Miſchief Taki be told 
by his Superior, from whoſe Juſtice we 
might have expected Redreſs, That the 
K — s Troops muſt not be affronted ! at 
a Time when we might have hoped to have 
ſeen the barbarous Wretch laid in Irons, in 
order to anſwer for the IIlegality of his 
Proceedings! Theſe, I am ſure, are not the 
Sentiments of His Majeſty, a Prince of ſo 
. 5 much 
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much Goodneſs and Mercy, and. whoſe 
Value for the Lives of his Subjects is equal 
to his other good Qualities. .. _ 1 
- When Buſhel] return'd to Town, he was 
defended, yea, even careſs d by ſome Peo- 
ple out of Party Views: He was allow d 
to walk openly in the Streets, and by his 
Preſence to renew the melancholy Re- 
membrance of that bloody Day in the 
| Minds of the Friends and Relations of thoſe 
whom he had ſavagely deſtroy d. Vea, fo 
inhumane and unrelenting was the cruel 
Man, as even to make a Jeſt of that 
Butchery, and to value himſelf upon that, 
as à glorious Campaign, which every Man, | 
who is not void of all Humanity, would 
have not only been aſhamed of, 'but re- 
membred with. Horror and Regret. | 
Things went on at this rate, when, as I 
am apt to believe, a certain Gentleman of 
the Lay thought that the taking up a par- 
I cel of poor raſcally People, was but a very 
I indifferent Quarry; therefore, he thought fit 
. to commit all our Magiſtrates. to their own 
Priſon, as Aiders and Encouragers of the 
Mob, tho' there was not one of them in 
Town at the Time of the Riot, except the 
Provoſt, who did all that was poſſible for a 
| Man to do: One of them was neceſlarily _ 
abſent about his own lawful Affairs, at the 
Fair of Perth, from which he had not been 
„ once 
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oncè abſent for 


Twelve or Fourteen Days before the Tu- 
mults happen'd ; a third was married on the 
25th of Fane, and, as the Lady lived ſes 


veral Miles diſtant from the City, he was 


neceſſarily obliged to be abſent. 8 
This Impriſoning of the Magiſtrates was 
a great Coup d Eclat; and they were re- 


fuſed to be. admitted to Bail; but next Day 
were carried in triumph thro the Country, 


on their way to Edinburgh, under a ſtrong 


Guard of Dragoons; and we were moſt 


prudently deprived of all Government at 


once. This Affair made a very great Noiſe; 


and People talk d as freely of it. I ſhall 
not pretend to enter into a Diſpute about 
the Legality of this Commitment, tho all 
the Gentlemen here, that are ſkill d in the 
Laws of their Country, cenſured it very 
much. And when the Matter came to be 
try d before the Lords of the Juſticiary, the 
Magiſtrates were releaſed by the Judges, 


who were unanimous in their Opinion, that 


the leaſt Colour of Law could not be 


ſhewn for it. There were great Rejoycings 
here upon their being releaſed; and when 
they return'd, they were met at a conſi- 


derable Diſtance from the City by a great 
. | | Number 


theſe” Thirty Years paſt ; 
another was at Edinbargh, about ſome 
Law Affair, and had been abſent for about 
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the Thread 


Number of the principal Inttabitarits t 


Horſeback, and were received with the 


greateſt Acelamations. 


I have been abliged, to. give you this 
Narrative all at once, leſt I ſhould break 
of the Story, tho ſome of the. 


- 


Facts happen d ſome few Days after 5 
Therefore, t6 return again. At the fame 
time that the Magiſtrates were committed; - 
all the Priſoners were diſmiſs d, except a- 


men, and as many Men, who were order d 
to be carry d Priſoners to Edinburgh 


the General appoiuting Buſbell and his I wo 


Companies t6 be their Guard: And ſo ſweet 
is Revenge and Cruelty to that Man, that 
be, went to the Priſon, and aſſiſted in tying 


the Priſoners hitnſel6 They wete brought 


out, in order to be carried to Edinburgh; 
at the ſame-time that the Magiſtrates werd 
committed; which was ſo indifcreetly ag 


gravating, as if they would be thought to 


court the Town's riſing in Tumults, that 

they might have ſome better Handle againſt 
4 City, that has done more for the Pre- 
fervation of His Majeſty's Government; 
than a Hundred ſueh little imperious haugli- 


ty Men in Office, as a certain Lawyer, 
| giddy with his new Preferment, were ever 
Lapable to do. i 
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A great part of the Priſoners were not 


do much as ſulpected of having been con- 
cern' d in the Riots, or of being Accoms 
plices in pillaging. Mr. Campbel/'s Houſe; 


but the mighty Crime that was laid to their 
Charge, was, that they had purſu'd Buſbell 


and his. Companies in their Retreat out 


of Town. 1 am not ſo well ſkill'd in the 


Law, as to know againſt what Statute 
they offended, who purſued the Murderers 
in order to apprehend them, that they 
might be brought to Juſtice; this I leave 
to the Gentleman of the long Robe; and 
that they intended no Violences, tho ſo 


much provok d, is evident by the Uſage 


the Two Soidiers received, who fell into 


certainly no Reaſon in the World, why 


Soldiers may murder His Majeſty's Sub- 


jects, and that then it muſt be a Crime, 
a mighty Crime ! to endeavour to bring 


theſe Soldiers to a Tryal. Theſe poor 


People could not but be exceedingly mov d, 


when they ſaw the pale Faces and ghaſtly 
Looks of the Dead, and heard the doleful 
Piercing Groans of their dying Friends and 


Relations; And could it then be a Crime, 
no leſs than Capital, to purſue the Mur- 
derers ? 'Theſe, I am ſure, are not, theſe 
cannot be the Laws of this, or any other 


In 


In ſome late Reigns, before the happy 
Revolution, we were govern'd by a Mili- 
tary Power, and Soldiers were left at li- 
berty to commit all manner of Miſchiefs ; 


but, God be thank d, the Scene is changed: 


We have a juſt and gracious King upon 
the Throne; we have a noble Conſtitution; 

we have a juſt and wiſe Parliament, who 

are the Patrons and Bulwarks, not only 
of our own Liberties, but alſo the Support- 
ers of the Diſtreſs'd in moſt Places in Ei- 
6. Party Rage may drive on things for 
a while; but our Laws will at length tri- 
umph over thoſe that endeavour to cover 

ſome enormous Offenders, who have de- 
lighted” to oppreſs the Innocent; and as 
they will be unpopular, yea, hated in their 
own Country, ſo the only Reward they 
will receive, will be His as fo Diſplea- 
ſure, & in hoc fauſto omine deſinam. 
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